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PREFACE 

Origin of the Surname Baird 

T here are two publ ications w hi ch comment on the orig in of the name Ba ird as a urname. Th e f irst 
is a manu crip t of Willi am Baird of Auchmedden, published in London in 1870. f have a photocopy 
of a copy which was signed by Jame Baird of "Ro ebank" Leam1onth, the first of the Baird fa mily 
origina lly from the Kirkconne i/Cumnock area of Ayrshire and Dumfri esshire of Scotl and, which is 
the subject of th is book, to arr ive in Austra li a. Thi publicati on quote : 

"The urname of BAIRD is o ri g ina ll y of the South of France, where there were severa l fam ili e 
of it in the reign of Loui IV of France (936-954), but the fir t of the name mentioned in Bri tai n 
came from ormandy to E ngland w ith Willi am the Conqueror in 1066. And fro m the time when it 
fi r t appear in Scotland, there is rea on to be li eve that ome of that surname came here with K ing 
Willi am the Lyo n, when he returned from hi s ca pti vity in Eng land , in 11 74, w hi ch is agreed by a ll 
our hi to ri ans, severa l Engli h gentlemen did . For it i certa in that in less than sixty years after 
that period, they po sessed fin e esta te, and had made good a lli ances in the South and South-West of 

cotl and." 

As it title suggests, tl1is book concentrates on the Baird fa mily which li ved at Auchmedden, Lanarkshire, 
but clearly shows that there were Bairds in England, and elsewhere in Scotland. Detailed lineage from that 
pmticular family is available on the web. 

A web site www.clanbaird .org state : "The Bairds are an ancient Scotti sh line, from Peeblesshire. 
They are fi r t noted hi storically in the 12th century, when the name was spelt Bard or Barde. One of 
the first recorded members of the famil y being one Henry de Barde, who in 11 78 witnessed a charter of 
lands in Stirling ass igned to the Bishop of Glasgow by William the Lion. ( OTE - there is Willi am 
of Lyon in the second paragraph). 

Another branch of the Baird fa mily are the Bairds of Posso, between five and six miles southwest of 
Peebles. They are of anc ient lineage, the first on record being Thoma de Bard, who wa Sheri ff of 
Peebles in 1296 and whose name, with those of other Bairds, appears on the Ragman Roll of that date, 
when the Scotti sh nobles had to swear fea lty to Edward of England. Sir Gilbert Baird of Posso fe ll 
at F lodden in 151 3, and in the absence of male descendants, the representati on of the fa mil y passed 
throug h a granddaughter to the aesmiths, through whom the line of the Bairds of Po so i now 
traced . 

ln our own time w ithout ques tion the most fa mous, intern ation a ll y known , but sadl y neg lected 
geniu s of the B a ird famil y was, of course, John Logie Ba ird , th e in vento r of te lev is ion. He was 
born in He lensburg h, a son of th e man se, and educated at Gl asgow Uni ve rs ity, and much of hi 
li fe was a continua l strugg le again t indi ffe rent hea lth . As o ne writer has pu t it, the nearest 
compa ri son w ith B a ird and te lev is ion would be the ta le of Bruce and th e spide r. U ndaun ted by 
setbac ks and rej ection , he pe r evered with hi re ea rch and ex pe riment, and in I 926, at the age of 
38 , he gave hi s f irst demonstration of te lev is ion in an atti c. nlike hi s namesa ke ofGa rthsh rrie , 
he did not rea li se the m ate ri a l benefits of hi s effort. By the time he di ed a ll bu t pennil e in 1946 
much of the wo rld wa a lready, fo r good or ill , in hi s debt. He lensburgh erected a memo ria l to 
him in its public park, bu t hi s more pe rvas ive memori a l adorn s coun tless milli on of li v ing roo ms 
a ll o er the g lobe, and that is urely th e f itt ing tribu te to a g reat Sco t. " 



The Bairds of Kirkconnell/Cumnock and the Bairds of Garthsherrie 

As indicated earlier, there are a number of families ofBaird in Scotland, and indeed in England. This family 
hist01y is concerned with the Bairds who lived in and around Kirkco1mel and Cumnock, four of whom came 
to Australia, but some went to England, Canada and the U nited States. Some stayed in the area as well. 

There have been published attempts to link thi s family with Lord Stonehaven, whose family name 
was John Lawrence Baird, and who was Governor-General of Austra li a from 1925 - 1931. He was a 
member of the Baird family based around Garthsherrie, which is close to Glasgow. This fami ly was very 
wea lthy in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, based on the industries of Glasgow. However this 
fa mily ca1mot be linked to the Bairds of Kirkconnei/Cumnock by ava il able documentation. I have 
searched very hard for births, deaths and marriage records which may link these families, but they 
abso lutely do not exist. Any attempt to link the families is based on supposition and conjecture. A lso 
dates of birth of the two families do not tie in with them being of the same line. 

The first authenticated member of the Kirkconnel/Cunmock Bairds was John Baird, who was an agticultural 
labourer working on a fann in Kirkconnel, Dumfriesshire. His parents ca1mot be found, as there are no church 
records prior to 1743 in Kirkconnel and slightly earlier in Cumnock, but his occupation does not fit in with 
being a member of the wealthy Bairds of GatthshetTie etc, who were based many mjles to the n01th of 
Kirkconnel, and Cumnock. 

The first known ancestor of the Garthsherrie Bairds was Alexander, born about 1659. 

According to the website http ://www.kittybrewster.com/ancestry/baird .htm this Alexander "double­
ribbed Sandy" had a son Alexander who married a Miss Cumming. They had John Baird (born c 171 9), 
who man·ied Alme Lawson (no issue), and then man·ied E li zabeth Moffat. Jo hn and Elizabeth had a 
daughter Elizabeth; and a son William (b 1721). William in tum manied Jean Baillie and they had 
A lexander (b 1765 d 1833); and Robett who marri ed Janet Thom. 

This Alexander (b 1765, d 1833) manied Jean Moffatt, and they had 8 children. His second son John 
married Margaret F indlay, and they had 3 children. 

Their eldest son became Sir A lexander Baird, b 1849 and d 1920 at Uri e. He married Annette Maria 
Palk. They had one son, John Lawrence and five daughters. 

Lord Stonehaven, the former Governor-General of Austra lia, otherwise John Lawrence Baird, was the 
eldest child of Sir A lexander Baird and Annette Maria Palk. He man·ied Ethel Sydney Keith-Falconer 
and they had 5 children . 

If "our" Jo hn Baird (b c l 720) was of this fam ily he would have had a son "Alexander" or possibly, 
"William" . He, however, had sons Hugh, Robert and John, suggesting that hi s father was most probably 
Hugh (and there was a Hugh liv ing in "Watston", ew Cumnock, whose will was proved in 172 1). 
T here are no Alexander Bai rds in the family unti I 1831 (see page 17). One onl y has to look at the naming 
patterns of the children to see that the fami ly tended to keep to the Scottish tradition of naming their 
children after their forebears . 

There were several fam ilies of Baird living in Barr, Cumnock, Kjlmamock, Maybole, Riccarton and 
Som in Ayrshire in the early 1700 's, most of whom were farm labourers. There are no records of any 
Ba ird (or variant) in Dumfr iesshire up until 1735 (however records are very scarce in that area at that 
time). One cannot attach them to the illustrious family of Bairds of Auchmedden and Garthsherrie 
without some proof, and published hi stories of people such as Lord Stonehaven give no indication of 
such a relationship. 

II 



lt would be ery nice if "we" were related to such a prominent person as Lord Stonehaven, but any such 
claim has to be authenticated, and it cannot be, on the documentation available. There is no documented 
basis for any claim for the Bairds of Kirkconnel/Cumnock to be related to the Bairds of Garthsher:rie. 

Ronald Sharpe of Scotland, has a letter written by the Rev Alexander Kennedy Baird (1839-1931) detailing 
hi particular Baird line (and ours), and says "On the Baird side none of our ancestors belong to families of 
renoun. either has one of them left a stain on their name. They served their generation in all honor and 
faithfulness and fell on sleep at a good old age revered by their kindred, beloved by their friends, respected 
and trusted in the communities in which they lived ... most women of honor and usefulness and confesse 
Christian character" . 

Firstly, I would like to thank David McLeod Baird of Queensland, and William Angus Baird of ew 
Zealand for their financia l support. I would also like to express my utmost gratitude to all the people who 
supplied infom1ation and photographs of members of their branch of the family, and also to those who 
supplied accommodation and/or meals during our visit to Victoria, which was greatly appreciated, and 
we enjoyed meeting and getting to know all these relatives of my husband, Lindsay. Without their input 
this book would not be the detailed history that it has become. I hope that the people who I nagged for 
infonnation will forgive me, and will appreciate that their help made this book so much more complete 
and interesting. 

I would also like to acknowledge the great help of Alexandra Zanolla, my workmate and friend , 
who cheerfully agreed to proof-read this book. Her assistance in this most boring of jobs is greatly 
appreciated. 

Kerrin Cook 
Lindfield, SW 

2008 

Ill 



Descendants of John Baird and Isabella Ferguson 
from Kirkconnel, Dumfriesshire and New Cumnock, Ayrshire 

Our Baird family originated in Scotland, and the first known, and authenticated ancestor, was John, 
who lived in Kirkconnel, Dumfriesshire. A family ofFergusons also lived in the same area, and 
our family is descended from John Baird who man·ied Isabella Ferguson on 1st February 1787. 
John and Isabella later settled at the farm "Watston" at New Cumnock, Ayrshire. 

Going on the naming of children it appears likely that John Baird 1 's father was Hugh, and that his wife 
was Elizabeth or Agnes, daughter of a Robert and Agnes or Elizabeth. This Hugh could possibly have been 
a chapman or travelling salesman, as there is a will ofHugh Baird, of "Lowes" New Cumnock, which 
was proved in 1729. However, it is very difficult to follow the line through, as there are no church 
records for Old Cumnock for Bairds before 1734 or New Cumnock before 1707 or Kirkconnel 
before 1743. There is a Hew Baird married to Jonet Greenlees who had 4 children baptised between 
1681 and 1688 (including a Jolm and Hew) atAyr and both John and Andrew Baird had children 
baptised at New Cunmock from 1707-8. Hew Baird had 2 children baptised in Auchinleck in 1712 
and 1717. From then on there are several Bairds- William, George, Hugh, John and James with 
children baptised at New Cumnock from 1724 onwards. 

Notes on the BAIRD family, and the properties on which they lived 

The Bairds and Fergusons were associated with a number of properties in Dumfriesshire and Ayrshire. 
These included "Gavels", "Guffockland" , "Eastside ofGuffockJand", "Merkland" and "Knockenjig". 
John and Isabella had several of their children baptised at Kirkconnel in Dumfriesshire, which 
adjoins the parish of New Cumnock in Ayrshire. He lived at "Govils" (shown as "Gavels" in an 
1858 map), "Merkland" and "Guffockland" (it is about 60 km from New Cumnock Village to 
Kirkconnel Village). 

"Gavels" was situated nmtheast ofTower Fam1 towards Well Craig Plantation. As Tower Fatm still exists, 
it is possible that the "Gavels" property was incorporated into Tower Fann. The name could possibly 
come from gavel or hanuner, suggesting that the original occupier could have been a blacksmith. Gavel 
was also an old English word for tenant fanner (pmticularly in the Kent area - but Kent is a long way 
fi:om Dumfiiesshire ). In the 1851 census Tower Farm was the home of Margaret Hyslop, a widow, aged 
65 with her son Hamilton DB Hyslop (aged 24 and w11narried) the head of the family. The fam1 was of 
300 acres and 15 labourers were employed, living in separate cottages. 

There was another fatm called "Tower-hill" fatm, positioned further to the northeast ofT ower Fatm, 
which was occupied by a shepherd, Thomas Goodwin and his family. "Gavels" was between these 
2 fam1s, and was not inhabited at that stage. "Tower-hill" is still in existence. 

There were two "Guffockland" fatms in 1858 in Kirkcotmel. "Guffockland" was situated directly nmth 
of the village, at the westem end of Kirkconnel , on the northem side of the main road and Glasgow 
railway line (which was built in 1850). Perhaps both Guffockland and Eastside ofGuffockJand were 
on the same property in the mid 1700s and became separate entities later on. John Ferguson, father 
oflsabella, who married Jolm Baird 's son Jolm, was living at "Guffockland" at the time Jolm Baird ' s 
youngest child, Elizabeth was bom there. In the 1851 Census "Guffockland" was the home of Samuel 
Steel and his family. It was a farm of 60 acres. The Kirkcom1el Mill appeared to be in close proximity, 
with Robert Anderson, the miller. [It is interesting that RobettAnderson was manied to Margaret Lorimer, 
who was bom at Gavels Fannin June 1775. Her parents were Robert Lorimer and Janet Weir.] In 1881 
James Symington was living at "Guffockland", a fann now of 1200 acres (much larger than the Eastside 
fam1 of 474 acres). 
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Parish Map of Ayrshire and part of Dumfriesshire to show proximity of the various 
parishes associated with the Baird and Ferguson families 

courtesy The Phillimore Atlas and Index of Parish Registers, edited by Cecil Humphery-Smith 
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"Guffockland" i not shown a a fatm in recent map , although th re are sti II buildings on the site. It is 
thought that "Guffock" wa a ociated with the mname, Guffock or McGuffock in early days. There 
i also a Guffockland Moor to the north of the fann , as well as a Guffock Hill in the same area. 

The other farm was known as "Eas tside 
of Guffockland" and was situated further 
to the east, again on the northem side of 
the railway line. This wa a sociated with 
the Ferguson family (see that family). It is 
likely that both Jolm Fergu on and Jolm 
Baird nr were labourers on the farm, 
and worked for William Ferguson, (John 
Fergu on's brother) the owner at that time. 
In the 1851 census William Ritchie (aged 50 
and unmarried) wa at "Eastside", as he wo~uTdiWvebei~adw~idaannft OfGlibertlRTIChile,-WFiOitOci:k 
over the fann from William Fergu on in the early 1800s. He had 2 farm servant and 2 house servant . 
Tills is still in existence and is now known as ju t "Ea t ide Fann" and is owned by G Kilpatrick & Sons. 
The pre ent house was rebuilt by Gilbert, shortly after he took it over from William Ferguson. 

The only "Merkland" farm that can be found is in ew 
Cumnock Parish, east of the village and clo e to the 
Dumfries hire border. It is still in operation. It is on 
the same northern ide of the road to Kirkconnel, but on 
the eastern side ofthe village of ew Cunmock. There 
are other Merkland Farms in Ayrshire, and a large pet 
food chain i known as "Merkland Farm Pet Food " 
associated more with the Maybole, Kilmarnock area. 
There is also a village of Merkland in Dumfrie hire 
and a Merkland Street in Glasgow. 

"Merkland Farm", ew Cumnock from the Internet [A "merk" was a unit of money in the old days.] 

There is also an association with Knockenjig. [knock is 
lowland Scotch for a round hill or knoll]. Again there 
were 2 Knockenjigs (in some records this is hown a 
Knockenrig) in 1858. Old or Upper Knockenjig was 
on the northern side of the railway line, near to Tower 
Farm, and was in ruins in 1858. It ha probably been 
amalgamated with Tower Fam1. 

There i also a "Knockenjig" fann on the southem side 

ofthe main road. In 1851 James White was the overseer t::~~~~~£~~1~~~t~j 
for the property as a "servant" a the owners were ab ent. 
The present owner are the Dickies, who appear to have a highly succe ful operation. 

The Ba ird family was appa rentl y associated with the ew Cumnock area from a early a 1600 a 
there wa a will dated 19 Oct 1607 for Hew Baird of "Lon is" or "Lowes" in Cumnock. This property 
and mo t of the other farms in the area are\ were owned by the Marquis of Bute, who leased severa l 
of the e to the Bairds. The adjo ining propertie , "Watston"/"West Lowes", "Calton"/"Mid Lowe " 
which wa of 94 acres and "Merkland" were also leased under the same arrangement. In 1976 
Mr Sadie Vallance Young wa living at "Lowes", the Bruce fami ly was livi ng at "Watston", and 
Mr McGarvie was living at "Calton". [There i a Loch Wat ton near Kilbride, Lanark hire ; 
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of the city ofEdinburgh; and Loch o'th' Lowes is situated to 
the south of the railway line, north west of the village of ew Cumnock. In the ea rly 19th century 
the then Marquis ofBute built a large house on its banks, which he used as a hunting lodge. Thi s 
is sti ll present, and is now the Lochs ide Hote l, which has an attached golf course]. 

It is interesting to note, patticularly for the descendants 
of Robert Baird and Agnes McKerrow, that Agne 'great­
grandfather, James McKerrow (b1725) who married 
Margaret Howatson and Jean McGavin lived at "Lowes" 
between 1756 and 1766, and at "Mid Lowe "/"Calton" 
from 1766 until at least 1783. Agnes' grandfather, William 
McKerrow, lived at "High Garleffan" after hi maniage in 
1804, and his wife Isabella Hair wa born at "Avisyard", an 
adjoining farm to both "High Garleffan", and "Watston". 
After William di ed, I abella li ved at ' 'Low Garleffan", 
and their son John (father of Agnes), Lived at ''High Garleffan" with his wife Jean Weir. 

Notes on the FERGUSON Family 

This infonnation was found on the Internet, (members.shaw.ca/bethcandlish/Ferguson .htm) and appear 
to have been well researched. The William mentioned appears to be John Ferguson 's brother (John was 
the father oflsabell a of page 1 ). 

William Ferguson 1709-93 ma rri ed Mary McCall and I ived at Easts ide of Guffockland Farm, 
Kirkconnel, Dumfriesshire, Scotland. [East ide Farm, also known as "Eastside ofGuffockland", 
was owned by the Duke ofBuccleuch, but had formerly belonged to the McCall fami ly, ancestors 
of William 's wife. A plan in 1740 of "Severa l Mealings or Tenements in Kirkconnel Parish 
and in the Barony of Sanquhar" shows Guffock land covering 474 acres 1 rood and 20 perches, 
making it one of the largest farms in the pari sh of Kirkconnel. Note a lso comments about the 
2 Guffock lands under John Baird]. 
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Four of their children Adam, Janet, Mary 
and George died in infancy. Their son James 
Ferguson 1744-1 82 1 became wea lthy as a 
merchant in Greenwich, London. Another 
son Thomas Fergu son married E lizabeth 
Hutchinson, both parent dying in 1792, 
leaving 7 children. The ymmgest son Alexander 
Ferguson married Mary McMichael and was a 
contractor in Mui.rkirk, Ayrshire tmtil he retired 
to Som. There was at least one other possible 
son or brother, John Ferguson who had William 
and Mary's gravestone engraved, and who 
could be the father oflsabella. 

Kirkconnel, named for the church or kirk of St. Conal was a small, agricultural village with a population 
of no more than a few htmdred. The villagers were strong suppmters of the covenantor movement 
(see next section) and when their curate refused to take an oath in 1681, the church was closed by the 
authmities. Kirkconnel remained without a church until 1729, when the villagers petitioned for the 
restoration of their patish. In the intervening time, Kirkconnel residents usually had their baptism and 
marriages recorded in the nearby church of St Btide's, in Sanquhar. Even then, pati sh records are incomplete. 
Details of W illiam ' s baptism and maniage are not inc! uded, not even after the new church was bu i It, as there 
are no records of the Ferguson family in the patish registers. They are known to have been strong supporters 
of the covenantor movement and did not have their children baptised in the established church. 

In the 1700s, Eastside of Guffockl and was occupied by several fa mili es, linked through man·iage. 
In 1734, George McCall, possibly William 's fa ther­
in-law, is known to have lived there. Parish registers 
a lso show John Ferguson living in Guffockl and in 
the 1750s, probably William 's brother. By 1785, the 
management ofEastside Farm had been taken over by 
Gilbert Ritchie, married to Margaret McCall. Family 
links existed between the two families, as Gilbert 's 
daughter He len Ritchi e is known to have been a 
cousin of her husband Daniel Ferguson, Willi am 's 
grandson . 

Another source ofhelp in tracing the Ferguson fa mily lies in traditi onal Scottish naming patterns. The 
first son was usually named for his paternal grandfather, the second son for his maternal grandfa ther, 
the third fo r his father and the fourth fo r his paternal great-grandfa ther. The fi rst daughter was named 
for her maternal grandmother, the second for her paternal grandmother, the third fo r her mother and the 
fourth for her maternal great-grandmother. Later generations ofFergusons occasionally departed from 
the precise order but usually ensured that all close direct ancestors had children named after them. 

The Kirkconnel parish registers record the baptisms of the sons of John Ferguson in Guffockland, 
(who was probably William 's brother) . On 3 March 1745, the register record that "James, lawfu l 
son to John Ferguson in Guffockland was baptised" and on 8 Sept 175 1, the bapti sm of "Jaru1et, 
lawfu l daughter to John Ferguson in Guffockl and ." In 1759, the bapti m was also recorded of 
Isobel, daughter of John Ferguson of Knockenjig, a fa rm near Guffockland . Isobel marri ed John 
Baird , who i mentioned in the inventmy made after Alexander Ferguson's death in 1837. 

Will iam 's children moved away from a fa rn1ing li fe , their career uggesting wea lth and connections. 
One of hi on , Jame , became a merchant in Greenwich, London, the notice of hi death in 
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the Times stating that his " talents and integrity raised him to affluence." Another son John was 
sufficiently wealthy to contribute to the engraving of the family grave, while his younger son, 
Alexander prospered sufficiently to leave more than £3,000 in hi s will. 

William Ferguson died on 8 September 1793, aged 84 and was bwied at Kirkcoru1el, Dumfriesshire, with 
several of his children who had died in infancy. The grave still exists, the inscription mostly legible, except 
for the last few lines. 

The memorial inscription on William Ferguson's grave 

Here lie the Bod ies of William 
Ferguson who died at Kirkconnel 
8th of Sept 1793 aged 84 and of 

Mary McCall his Wife, who di ed 6th 
of January 1794, aged 72. Also the 
Bodies of Adam Jannet Mary and 
George their Children who died 

in infancy. Thomas Ferguson 
their Son lies near this stone who 

died 11th August 1792 aged 46. Also 
the Bodie of E lizabeth Hutchison 

his Wife who died 6th August 1792 
aged 47. They left 7 children to 

bewail their loss. Died in Greenwich 
near London, June 15th 182 1 

James Ferguson aged 73 by whome 
this stone was erected and engraved 

later by John his Brother 
Look ere ye pa s, both old and young 

One serious thought we crave 
We once had health, were gay as you 

Though now laid in the Grave 
As we are now, soon you must be 

By death entombed in clay 
This debt is sure, but for the time 

'Tis an uncetiain day 

Erected by James Ferguson their son 
merchant in London, 1796 

Dishonour not the dead 
neither give offence to the li vi ng 

J. F. 1815 

Alex. Fergu on died at Som on 
lOth day of January 1837 in his 77th year 

Also Mary McMichael, his Wife 
who died in 1842 aged 79 years 

Reasons for lack of information in Church Records 

Part of the problem with records is associated with the Covenanter Act. The Covenanters were 
17th-century Presbyterians who committed themselves to keeping their fonn of worship as the so le 
religion of Scotland. In a bid to prevent a new liturgy and the structures of the Anglican Church 
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being forced on them by Charles I, they signed the ati onal Covenant in 1638 to maintain their form 
of worship and church govenm1ent in Scotland. This led to the so-ca lled Bishop ' Wars (1639-40) 
which Charles I lost at considerable fin ancia l cost. It was these wa rs, which made it necessary for 
him to call the Short and Long Parliaments. In 1643 English Parliamentari ans and Covenanter 
j oined forces aga inst Charles under the Solemn League and Covenant. The dea l was that the Scots 
were to receive £30,000 and a guarantee that Presbyteri anism would be set up in England as well a 
in Scotland . In retum the Covenanters would supply an army, which they did . It swung the ba lance 
of the confl ict against Charles in the early part of the English Civil War. 

However, in 1647, now fea ring the increasing power of Oliver Cromwell, the Covenanters changed 
sides. In England, Presbyterian dominance gave way to the favoured view for Protestant tolerance 
of the English Independents. The Covenanters made a secret dea l with Charles that, in return for 
supp01t ing him, he would aboli sh the Anglican episcopacy. 

It was the wrong side to back. The Covenanters were appalled by the execution of Charle I in 1649 and 
proclaimed Charles's 18-year-old, son King. Charles II went to Edinbmgh. Cromwell invaded Scotland, the 
Scotti h armies were defeated and Charles fled into exile. Scotland was put tmder complete English control. 

Restoration in 1660 meant no great retum to favom for the Covenanters. Anglicanism was restored and Charles 
broke all his promises to the Scots. Rebellion began in Dum:fii es and spread tlu·oughAyrshire and Lanarkshire. 
After the Pentland Rising of 1666 was put down there fo llowed years of persecution oftl1e Covenanters, witl1 
dragoons billeted in ilie troublesome westem areas. The hatred came to a climax in 1679 when govenunent 
troops under Lord Claverhouse were defeated atDn.m1clog. Claverhouse withdrew to Glasgow. By now tl1ere 
was vlit ual civil war. Just n011h of Hampton at Bothwell B1idge a large mmy of Covenanters was defeated. 

When James II, a Roman Catholic, succeeded Charles II in 1685, Covenanting was declared to be 
treason and punishable by death. Per ecution increased. The e were the so-ca lled ' ki lling times ' when 
some have aid as many as 18,000 died. Professor Cowan point out that much of the ource materia l 
is based on oral accounts and precise numbers are difficult to establish. The persecution ended with 
the accession to the throne ofWilliam III, and sli1ce 1790 the Church of Scotland has been the official 
church in that countty. (Courtesy: The Scottish Covenanters' web ite www.scottishcovenanters.org) 

Travelling Drapers 

It is interesting to note that most of the Baird fa mili es were involved in fa rming, but those who 
moved to England tended to be drapers. 

Alexander "Sandy'' Kennedy McKen·ow ofEdinbmgh stmt ed researching his family many years ago, and 
I had contact with him ill the 1980s with regard to Agnes McKeiTow , wife ofRobert Baird. He was also li1 
contact with John Atkins (descended from William Baird, son ofRobert and Agnes), and Kevm McKe1mw 
u1 USA, who has expanded his research. Sandy wrote a detailed history of the family ''Your Folk and M ine 
-The Story ofthe McKeiTows". In this he desc1ibes the advent of the "Travellmg Drapers": 

The trade began u1 a lowly style dwing medieval times when about 39 out of eve1y 40 Scots were connected 
with ilie land, the vast maj01i ty workll1g on it. Peddlers and chapmen were often welcome visitors at cottage 
homes, b1ingillg news, jokes and st01ies in addi tion to pills, needles, pieces of colomed cloth etc. 

After the 1707 Act of Union there was nothing to stop these men from venturing into Eng land , 
a richer countt·y, and w ith more small coins than Scotland where the money system was then 
somewhat chaotic. The Scots had an advantage in England for, if thought to be vagabonds, it was 
impractical to return them to their native parish, as the cost of doing so could not be recovered 
from Scotland in the way that it could be recovered from another Eng li sh Pari sh - the Poor Law 
y tem wa different. 
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Scope for such itinerant merchants and their standing as trader increased as industrialisation began 
and spread, for early factory hours were the same as those of fanning - the daylight hours. More 
money became available but with no change in the way it could be spent, for shopping of today 's 
kind, did not exist. Some peddlers and others, as we have seen, took advantage of this situation 
and became travelling drapers, offering cloth and small garments in addition to small wares. As 
money spread to a greater extent, later in the nineteenth century, they became travelling tailors, 
taking measurements and offering the whole range of clothing. Finally, tailoring was their usual 
activity. 

Many of these travelling drapers were farmer 's sons, used to an outdoor life. Thanks to the increase 
in food supply following the improvement in farms and fam1ing methods, and to the gradual 
improvements in hygiene and medical attention, the rural infant mortality rate fell and family size 
increased. But there were fewer rural jobs available, on or off the fann. But even for the hardy sons 
of farmers the life was a hard one. Many, caiTying their packs and often sleeping rough, succumbed 
to rheumatism and chest complaints; such men frequently made an effort to return home to die, 
very often about the age of fmty. Many also became tea dealers as well, when the use of tea was 
spreading in the first half of the nineteenth century. One such, was Mr Cadbury, who also sold 
chocolate etc. He became the founder of the Cad bury empire we know today." 

The drapers who succeeded, and it would seem that several of the Baird family did, became much 
wealthier than their relatives who stayed on the farms. They had adequate housing, usually in the 
big cities ofEngland, and sent their children to schools where they were well educated. Life was 
much improved to that which they had left many years previously. 
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The present United Free Church and Manse built in 19 11 

The Free Ch~;.c ~~ 'tvfa';~s-;;'a;;d · Scl;·oo l buildings on 

the Castlehill , ew Cumnock, looking from the station 

12 

SCENES AROUND 
NEW CUMNOCK 
(all photos from lntemet) 

The second church, bui lt 1833 and known 
a the Ma~tyr 's Church. Thi s was demol­
ished in 19 11 and replaced w ith the 

Memorial Church 



THE BAIRD FAMILY 

NOTE: This family history has been set out using the FamilyTreeMaker program. It automatically 
allocates a number for each member who has children (at the left hand margin) . Tho e without 
chi ldren have their full details listed under their parents, while those with children have their details 
in the next generation chapter, against their relevant number. 

Dates of Scottish births shown prior to 1855 are actually baptismal dates, as they have been taken from 
the Old Parish Records. The Registers for Kirkconnel in Dumfhesshire only statied in 1743- there are 
no records before that time; for Old Cumnock, the register of baptisms begins in 1704. There are blanks 
in it from 1706 to 1724, from 1739 to 1740, from 1746 to 1751, and from 1752 to 1753. The baptisms 
only, are recorded up to the year 1768. After this period, the births also are, for the most pati, entered 
along with them. Only a few ofthe Dissenters registered their chi ldren. The register of proclamations for 
maniage begins for Old Cumnock in 1758; but, up to the year 1782, no notice is taken of the man-iages. 
Subsequent to this petiod, the date of the man·iage is also entered. No register of deaths is kept, until 
compulsory registration commenced on 1st January 1855. For New Cumnock there are a few records 
from 1684 (details can be fotmd on http://members.hipod.com/bob_newcumnock/auldkirk/histOiy) 

It will be noted for people man·ied in England that there is sometimes a choice of wives names. This 
is because the English records only give names on a page in the Registry, and do not put couples 
together. If they can be found in a later census (1901 being the latest ava ilable), then the correct 
wife can be identified, but if not then there is a choice of at least two names. 

The te1m "Unk" in the text means the Christian name is unknown (this occurs when details are taken 
from records on the Ancestry website, particularly for people living in USA , where living people 
are not fully identified). Birth, matTiage and death records were not compu lsory in USA for many 
years, unlike UK and Austra li a, so it is difficult to fo llow fami li es. Some of their census records in 
the mid to late 1800s did not survive, and are either non-existent or badly damaged. 

Generation No. 1 

otes for JoHN BAIRD : 

There is a marriage of a John Baird ofBallantt·ae who man·ied Agnes Baird of ColmoneH (the adjoining 
parish) on 26 Mar 1742 atBallantrae. These two patishes are at the south west comer of Ayrshire, and close 
to the parish of Girvan where John Baird's son, John was a miller at the time of his maniage to Isabella 
Ferguson. However, this John had a daughter Agnes which possibly points to the fact that her mother was 
Agnes. [There was also another marriage of a John Baird to Agnes Boyd in Kilmarnock Parish on 30 

ovember 1744. This John Baird lived at "Russia" and was a weaver, so is probably not the tight one.] 
However, there is no Agnes in the family ofJohn 's son, John (who married Isabella Ferguson), and the naming 
pattem suggests either an Elizabeth or Margaret as John's wife, with Elizabeth being the most likely. 

It is not known whether John was a fam1 labourer or whether he was a tenant fam1er. Maybe he 
moved to Kirkconnel after his maniage. In those days the land was owned at Kirkconnel by the 
Duke of Buccleuth, and in Ayrshire by the Marquis of Bute. The tenant fanners leased the farm 
for a certain number of years, and on payment of tithe, and in many cases at the end of the lease 
they had to move to another farm, and take out another lease. 
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Children ofD IEL MCKERROW and MARJORIE MCGIBBO are: 
I. ROB ERT12 MCK ERROW, d. 1982. 

II. JOHNMCGIBBO MCKERROW, b. l898; d.l937; m. SARAHELlZAB ETHREIDSA DERSO ; b.1901 ; d. 
1959. 

III. DA IELMCKERROW, b. 190 1; d. 1906. 
59. IV. DAVID JACK ON l 1 G S MCKERROW, b. 1904; d. 1966. 

52. WILLIAM ALEXA D ER 11 MCKERROW (ROBERT10, JAMESJ, ROBER'f3, JAMES7
, JOW, ROBERT, 

ROBERT\ R OBERT3
, JAMES "THE ELDER "2 Me KERROW, JOHN1 MCKERROE) was born 1871 , and 

died 1956. He matTied MARGARET STEWART 1896. She was born 1872, and died 1930. 

Children ofWILLIAM MCKERROW and MARGARET STEWART are: 
i. ROBERT MCKERROW 12 (TWI ), b. 1898; d. 1900. 

60. 11. JAM ES HORN MCKERROW (TW ), b. 1898 ; d. 1958. 
III. DA IEL MCKERROW, b. 1899; d. 1932. 

61. IV. WiLLIAM ALEXAN DER MCKERROW, b. 190 I ; d. 197 1. 
v. CATH ER.! E FLETCHER MCKERROW, b. 1903; d. 1906. 

vi. MARGARET STEWART HORN MCKERROW, b. 1905; d. 1979. 
62 . VII. DOUGA LD FLETCHER MCKERROW, b. 1907; d. 1978. 

VIII. ELIZAB ETH HORN MCKERROW, b. 1909; d. 1911. 
IX. MARlO MCKERROW, b. 19 12; m. SAMUEL HAY, 1933 . 

53. DOUGALD FLETCHER11 MCKERROW (ROBERT10, JAMESJ, ROBER'f3, JAMES7
, JOW , ROBERT , 

ROBER-rt, ROBERT3
, JAMES "THE ELDER "2 MCKERROW, JOHN1 MCKERROE) was born 1879, and 

died 1910. He married MARGARET W EIR BARBO UR 1903. She was born 1879, and died 1956. 

otes for MARGARET W EIR BARBOUR: 

Margaret and her 2 sons migrated to Canada in 1913 . 

Children ofDOUGALD M CKERROW and MARGARET B ARBOUR are : 
63 . 1. ROB ERT 12 MCKERROW, b. 1904; d. 1957 . 
64. ii . JOHN BARBO R MCKERROW, b. I 906; d. 1936. 

54. CHARLES KENNETH 11 M CKERROW (GEORGE 10
, JAMESJ, ALEXANDER8

, JAMES7
, JOW , ROBERT, 

ROBERr, ROBERT3
, JAMES "THEELDER "2 MCKERROW, JOHN1 MCKERROE) was born 1883 inAyr, 

Ayrshire, Scotland. He married JEAN B ECKWITH. 

Child of CHARLES M CKERROW and JEA B ECKWITH is: 
i. GEORG E12 MCK ERROW, b. 1915; d. 1922 . 

55. J AMES DICKSO 11 MCKERROW (ALEXANDER 10
, JOH/'.f, ALEXANDER8, JAMES7

, JOH;v6, ROBERT, 

R OBERr, R OBERT3
, JAMES "THE ELDER "2 Me KERROW, JOHN1 MCKERROE) was born 1867 in 

Douglas, Lanarkshire, and died 1941. He matTied KATHERINE BROWN 1890 in Paisley, Scotland. 

She was born 187 1, and died 07 Dec 1901 in Crieff, Perths hire, Scotland from puerperal fever. 

otes for J AMES DICKSO MCKERROW: 

J a m es wa a school Art Master at Morrison's Academy 

Children of J AMES MCKERROW and KATHERINE BROWN are: 
1. CHRJ TINA WR.J GHT12 MCKERROW, b. 1890, Pai ley, Refrewshire; d. 1968, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, 
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Scotland. 
II. ISABELLA LAWCOCK MCKERROW, b. 1894; d. 1940, Crieff, Perth hire, Scotland. 

65 . 111. ALl TAIR MCKERROW, b. 25 Jan 1897; d. 1975 , Cuckfield, Sussex. 
tv. KATHERI E BROWN MCKERROW, b. 3 1 Oct 190 1, Cri eff, Petth hire, Scotland; d. 1995, Glasgow, 

Lanarkshire, Scotland. 

56. WILLIAM 11 M CKERROW (WILLIAM10
, JAME~, JOHNs, JOHN7, JOHN', ROBERP, ROBERT, 

ROBERT', JAMES "THEELDER "2 MCKERROW, JOHN1 M CKERROE) was born 1853, and died in 1908. 
He married MARGARET B M CEWAN. 

Notes for WILLIAM M CKERROW: 

William and Margaret went to the USA but returned to Ayrshire. 

Children of WILLIAM M CKERROW and M ARGARET M CEWAN are: 
66. 1. JAMES MCEWA 12 MCK ERROW, b. 1890; d. 1948. 
67. ii . JOHN ALEXANDER MCKERROW, b. 1895; d. 1954. 

57. MATTHEW 11 KIRKLAND (BAIRD KlRK10
, A.NJv9 KIRK, JEANs B ELL, ANN M CKERROW7 (TWIN), JOHN' 

MCKERROW, ROBERP, ROBERT, ROBERT3, JAMES "THEELDER "2 MCKERROW,JOHN1 M CKERROE) 

was born 31 Mar 1877, and died 193 8. He man·ied MARY ANN RODGER. She was born 1877. 

Children of MATTHEW KIRKLAND and MARY RODGER are: 
1. BAIRD 12 KIRKL D. 

11. H ENRY KIRKLAND. 
111 . A KIRKLAND. 

IV. WILLIAM KIRKLA D. 

58. JAMES BAIRD 11 J AMIESON (JAMES M URDOCH10
, H UGI-fJ, ALICEs MCKERROW, GEORGE7

, 

GEORGE', GEORGE5
, ROBERT, ROBERT', JAMES "THE ELDER "2 M C KERROW, JOHN1 M CKERROE) 

was born 1882, and died 26 Feb 1959. He matTied MARGARET T EMPLETON YOUNG. She was 

born 1879, and died 02 Sep 1950. 

Child of J AMES JAMIESON and MARGARET YOUNG is: 
i. JAMES MURDOCH 12 JAMIESO . 

Generation No. 12 

59. D AVID JACKSON lNGUS 12 MCKERROW (D ANIEL 11
, ROBERT10

, JAME~, ROBER'f3, JAMES7
, JOHtfo, 

ROBERro, ROBERT+, ROBERT3
, JAMES "THE ELDER "2 MCKERROW, JOHN1 M CKERROE) was born 

1904, and died 1966. He married EUPHEMIA MARSHALL MCKILLOP 1930. She was born 1908, 
and died 1985. 

Children ofDAVID M CKERROW and EUPHEMIA MCKILLOP are: 
i. AG ES J M 13 MCKERROW, b. 1931 ; m. ROBERT ROY BROWN, 1952. 

ii . MARGORY MCGREGO R MCKERROW, m. IAN BARCLAY WHYTE, 1964. 

60. J AMES HORN M CKERROW 12 (TWIN) {WILLIAM ALEXANDER" MCKERROW, ROBERT10
, JAME~, 

ROBER'f3, JAMES7, JOHtfo, ROBERT', ROBERT, ROBERT', JAMES "THEELDER "2 M C KERROW, JOHN1 

MCKERROE) was born 1898, and died 1958. He manied ANNIE MARIES CUMMINGS. She was 
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born 1913, a nd died 1970. 
Children of JAMES MCKERROW and ANNIE CUMMINGS are: 

1. MARGARET A 13 MCKERROW, b. 1938. 
11. ARCHIBALD MCKERROW, b. 1942. 

111. JAMES HORN MCKERROW, b. 1943 . 

61. WILLIAM ALEXANDER12 MCKERROW {WILLIAM ALEXANDER", R OBERT10
, JAME~, ROBERr, 

JAMES7
, J OHN', R OBERP, R OBERfl, R OBERT, JAMES "THEELDER"2 MCKERROW, JOHN1 MCKERROE) 

was born 1901 , and died 1971. He married EMMA M CFARLANE 1927. She was born 1908, and 
died 1979. 

C hildren of WILLIAM MCKERROW and EMMA MCFARLANE are: 
i. WILLIAM ALEXANDERMCKERROW 13 (TWI , b. 1928; d. 1928. 

II. MARIO MCKERROW (TWlN), b. 1928; m. WILLIAM WILKJNSO BRADLEY, 1944. 
68 . III. WILUAM ALEXANDER MCKERROW, b. 1929. 

IV. MARGARET STEWART HORN MCKERROW, b. 1931; m. RO ALD PETER MCEWAN, 1955. 
v. GLADYS MCKERROW, b. 1935; m. ERJCALAN BAJLEY, 1955. 

62. DOUGALD FLETCHER12 MCKERROW {WILLIAM ALEXANDER", ROBERT10, JAME~, ROBERr, 

JAMES7
, J OHJII', ROBERP, ROBERT, ROBERT, JAMES "THEELDER "2 MCKERROW, JOHN1 MCKERROE) 

was born 1907, and died 1978. He mmTied GRACE HALlFORD ELLIOTT 1928. 

Children ofDOUGALD M CKERROW and GRACE ELLIOTT are: 
i. MCKERROW 13. 

11 . MCKERROW. 
111. MCKERROW. 
IV. MCKERROW. 

63. ROBERT 12 MCKERROW (DOUGALD FLETCHER" , ROBERT10, JAME~, ROBERr, JAMES7, JOHJII', 

ROBERrf', ROBERfl, ROBERT3, JAMES "THE ELDER "2 M e KERR OW, JOHN1 MCKERROE) was born 

1904, and died 1957. He married DORIS GLANVILLE 1930. 

Children of ROBERT MCKERROW and DORIS GLANVILLE are: 
1. JOA 13 MCKERROW, b. 1932 . 

ii. ROBERT DONALD MCKERROW, b. 1937; m. A E BALDWIN, 1967. 

Notes for ROBERT DO ALD MCKERROW: 
Robert was a phannaceutical buyer. 

64. JOHN BARBOUR12 MCKERROW (DOUGALD FLETCHER 11
, ROBERT10

, JAME~, ROBERr, JAMES7, 

JOHJII', ROBERrf', ROBERfl, ROBERT3, JAMES "THE ELDER "2 M e KERR OW, JOHN1 M CKERROE) was 

born 1906, and died 1936. He matTied JESSIE CHURCHILL. 

Child of JOHN MCKERROW and JESSIE CHURCHILL is : 
i. PATRICIA13 MCKERROW. 

65. ALISTAIR 12 MCKERROW (JAMES DICKSON", ALEXANDER 10
, JOHff, ALEXANDER8, JAMES7, 

J OHJI>, R OBERrf', R OBERfl, R OBERT3
, JA MES "THEELDER "2 MCKERROW, JOHN1 M CKERROE) was 

born 25 Jan 1897, and died 1975 in Cuckfield, Sussex. He married (1) ALMA HALL. He married 

(2) D OROTHY BOWES. 

C hildren of ALISTAIR MCKERROW and ALMA HALL are: 
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69. 1. KATHERINE BROWN 13 MCKERROW, b. Chatham, Kent, England; d. Skegness, Lincolnshire, England. 
II. JAMES MCKER.R.OW. 

Ill. EDITH MCKERROW. 

66. JAMES MCEWAN12 MCKERROW (WILLIAM11
, WILLIAM10, JAMESJ, JOW, JOHN7, Joml', ROBERP, 

ROBERrt, ROBERT3
, JAMES "THE ELDER "2 MCKERROW, JOHN1 MCKERROE) was born 1890, and 

died 1948. He married MARY LAIRD. She was born 1898, and died 1978. 

Child of JAMES MCKERROW and MARY LAIRD is: 
i. MARIO HARVEY13 MCKERROW, b. 1922; m. SAMUEL SMITH MCVEA 

67. JOHN ALEXANDER 12 MCKERROW (WILLJAM11
, WJLLJAM10, JAMESJ, JOHN8, JOHN7, JOHJI', 

ROBERP, ROBERrt, ROBERT3
, JAMES "THE ELDER "2 MCKERROW, JOHN1 MCKERROE) was born 

1895, and died 1954. He married HELEN CAMPBELL TAYLOR. 

Children of JOHN MCKERROW and HELEN TAYLOR are: 
I. 

II. 

70. Ill. 

IV. 

HUGH TAYLOR13 MCKER.R.OW, d. 1936. 
EUPHEMIA GIBBO TAYLOR MCKER.R.OW, b. 1926; m. ANGUS CAMERON MCDOUGAL. 
PETER WILSO MCKERROW, b. 1928. 
WILLIAM MCKERROW, b. 1931 ; m. JANET COWAN CUTHBERT. 

Generation No. 13 

68. WILLIAM ALEXANDER 13 MCKERROW (WILLIAM ALEXANDER 12
, WILLIAM ALEXANDER 11

, 

ROBERT10
, JAMESJ, ROBERr, JAMES7, Jom/', ROBERP, ROBERrt, ROBERT3, JAMES "THE ELDER "2 

MCKERROW, JOHN1 MCKERROE) was born 1929. He married MARY DOOLEY GILLESPIE. 

Children of WILLIAM MCKERROW and MARY GILLESPIE are: 
i. WILLIAM ALEXA DER14 MCKERROW, b. 1955. 

ii . ANNE CATHERINE MCKERROW, b. 1957; m. BERNARD PETER MCFARLANE, 1977. 

69. KATHERINE BROWN13 MCKERROW (ALISTAIR 12
, JAMES DICKSON11

, ALEXANDER 10
, JOHJV'l, 

ALEXANDER8
, JAMES7

, Joml', ROBERP, ROBERrt, ROBERT3
, JAMES "THE ELDER "2 MCKERROW, 

JOHN1 MCKERROE) was born in Chatham, Kent, England, and died in Skegness, Lincolnshire, 

England. She married THOMAS LEONARD SMITH. He was born 07 Sep 1929. 

Children of KATHERINE MCKERROW and THOMAS SMITH are: 
1. GLORIA MAY 14 SMITH, m. MICHAEL LYNCH. 

11. GORDON LEONA RD SMITH. 
iii . PETER SMITH, b. 23 Feb 1953; d. 1990. 

70. PETER WILSON 13 MCKERROW (JOHN ALEXANDER 12
, WILLJAM11

, WILLIAM10
, JAMESJ, JOHN8

, 

JOHN7, Joml', ROBERP, ROBERrt, ROBERT', JAMES "THEELDER "2 MCKERRO W, JOHN1 MCKERROE) 

was born 1928. He married MARGARET BLANE RALPH. 

Children of PETER MCKERROW and MARGARET RALPH are: 
i. ANN NELSON MCKER.R.OW 14, b. 1952; m. JOHN STEELE. 
ii . JOHN AD MCKERROW, b. 1960. 
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Cox - William Hardyman, 190 
Craig - Barbara, 43 1 
Craik - Annie, 375 
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Crichton - Robert, 408, 416 
Crichton - William, 47 
Crombie - Anne Marjella, 174, 272 
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Cumming - Robert, 229, 3 16 
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Dalgleish - William, 424 
Dalgli sh - Margaret- 376 
Dalglish - Robert Kirkland, 349 
Dalton - Merold, 165 
Dalziel - Helen Findlay, 96 
Dalziel - James, 96 
Dalziel - John, 96 
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Ferguson - Fergus, 365 
Ferguson - Flora Elizabeth, 368 
Ferguson - George, 345, 353, 364 
Ferguson - George Harvey, 362 
Ferguson - Gilbert, 356, 367 
Ferguson - Gilbert Forrester, 369 
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Ferguson - Helen, 366, 379, 380 
Ferguson - Henry, 382 
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Ferguson - Jan( n )et, 346, 34 7, 348, 3 52, 

357, 358 
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Ferguson- John Alexander, 353, 364 
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Ferguson - Margaret Isabella, 366 
Ferguson - Margaret Watson, 364 
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Gibbs - Nikisha Jane, 337 
Gibson - Edna Catherine, 422 
Gibson - James Mark, 422 
Gibson - Jane, 51 
Gibson - Raymond Roy, 85 
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Haddow- James Murray, 419 
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Hay- Janet, 408, 416 
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Higgins - Eva Ethel, 375 
Higgins - orrna, 175 
Highet - Jessie, 438 
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Hill - Adrian Thomas, 255 
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